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“In Which Direction Are You Looking?”
    Every year since February 2, 1887, the historical founding date of “Groundhog Day,” is celebrated here in the U.S. and around the globe for various reasons…   “The Celts, for instance, celebrated it as Imbolic, from Feb. 1 to sundown Feb. 2nd. Imbolic is a pagan holiday to mark the halfway point between the winter solstice and the spring equinox in Neolithic Ireland & Scotland. The holiday is also celebrated by Wiccans (Having to do with life, death and reincarnation, and associated with witchcraft) and other practitioners of neopagan or pagan-influenced religions. ‘Imbolic’ is just one of several pre-Christian holidays highlighting some aspect of winter and sunlight, and heralding the change of seasons…” Also celebrated on Feb. 2nd is ‘Candle-Mass Day,’ a Catholic Festival having to do with Jesus entering the temple and the “purification of Mary.”
     In Punxsutawney Pennsylvania, every Feb. 2nd  people anxiously wait to see if this huge rodent, Punxsutawney Phil (a groundhog) coming out of winter hibernation will see its shadow. If it does, he will return to its burrow for 6 more weeks of winter weather… [footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] Through the years Phil’s early spring weather predictions were about 31 % accurate-which any of us could predict, simply by guessing.  [1:  Webster’s New World Dictionary (College Ed.) p. 640.]  [2:  The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary (Encyclopedia Ed.) p. 424.]  [3:  www.history.com/tag/groundhogday] 


What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

    After a cold winter many people do look forward to an early spring. And there are definitely some visible signs in nature mentioned in Scripture that do predict certain weather conditions (See Jesus’ statement to the Pharisees and Sadducees in Matt. 16:1-4). Jesus also shares an object lesson with His disciples in nature letting them and us know when His return is near!

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; when its branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh: So likewise, when you shall see all these things, know that it is near, EVEN AT THE DOORS! “Matthew 24:32, 33. KJV
    


“I have told you this now before it all happens, so that when it does happen, you will believe.”
 John 14:29 TEV
    
    Since Oct. 22, 1844 until today, Feb. 7, 2023 we have been living in the judgement hour for over 179 years! Jesus is now interceding on our behalf, reviewing the heavenly records of our character and fitness for heaven. When He stands up and says, IT IS DONE and there shall be Time No Longer (See Rev. 10:6, 7; 16:17) the Pre-Advent judgment is over! Looking Northeast to Punxsutawney Pennsylvania to see if a half-asleep rodent sees its shadow might been a fun thing to do. However, let’s make sure we’re wide awake and not  being lulled into spiritual hibernation (See Rom. 13:11).

Counsel from God’s inspired messenger

“Christ forewarned his disciples of the destruction of Jerusalem and the signs to take place prior to the coming of the Son of man. The whole of the 24th chapter of Matthew is a prophecy concerning the events to precede this event, and the destruction of Jerusalem is used to typify the last great destruction of the world by fire.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  E. G. White. Last Day Events, p. 18.] 



 The best possible direction for the remnant to look in for these times is heavenward, to JESUS, the Author and Finisher of our faith, Hebrews 12:2.
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